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React Native





Why React Native

● Build native app using Javascript, which is ubiquitous 
nowadays.

● A React Native app is a real mobile app. Not HTML or Hybrid 
app. 

○ WebKit (or similar technology) is still too heavy for mobile device!

● Reload the parts that have been changed without re-
compiling entire project.

● Use native code when you need to: Use Platform.OS === 
‘android’ and Platform.OS === 'ios' to separate platform-
specific code.

● Therefore, developers can shared codebase for iOS and 
Android! (sort of...)



Who use React Native



Bloomberg



Walmart



What is React Native

● Developers create UI in the same way as React (see below).

● React native already has many built-in components: 

ListView, Image, Button, Picker, TextInput, , ...etc. 

● It also support Geolocation, various touch events handling

As the image shown in 

the right, the 

declarative UI 

code(aka. component) 

is mixed with logic 

code.



How React Native Works





When to use React Native

● Small and Poor

● The app doesn’t require platform specific toolkit, e.g. ARkits

● The app doesn’t require user to do interaction intensively, 

e.g. Social app, e-commerce app, ...etc



And when not to use it

● Big and Rich

● Apps having complex interaction, e.g. Gestures

● Apps that have to communicate with its background services 

heavily, e.g. rely on binder to do IPC



Airbnb dropped React native

● React Native Immaturity

● React Native Open Source Libraries

● Hard to Debug



Let’s learn some React Native!



Hello World!




