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Weak Entity Types .

Consider Depts and Courses

The Courses offered by a Dept are identified by Cnumber

Course is weak entity type

Its identifying relationship is Offers

Its identifying entity type is Dept

A weak entity type can have multiple identifying relationship types and entity types

Course

Note: The cardinality of the weak entity type in a identifying relationship type
is (1, 1)
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Summary of ER

Structures
Entity Types
Relationship types — binary, ternary, n-ary.
recursive

Attributes

For entity types or relationship types

Simple, composite or multi-valued
Constraints — key, cardinality
Roles of entity types in a relationship type
ISA relationship types
Weak Entity Types — identifying relationship
type, identifying entity type
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