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“CAMEL CARAVANS CROSSING DESERT DUNES, MERCHANTS TRADING SILKS AND SPICES AT BAZAARS – THESE ARE THE
IMAGES THAT COME TO MIND WHEN WE THINK OF THE SILK ROADS. BUT THE REALITY GOES FAR BEYOND THIS.

RATHER THAN A SINGLE TRADE ROUTE FROM EAST TO WEST, THE SILK ROADS WERE MADE UP OF OVERLAPPING NETWORKS
LINKING COMMUNITIES ACROSS ASIA, AFRICA AND EUROPE, FROM EAST ASIA TO BRITAIN, AND FROM SCANDINAVIA TO

MADAGASCAR. THIS MAJOR EXHIBITION UNRAVELS HOW THE JOURNEYS OF PEOPLE, OBJECTS AND IDEAS THAT FORMED THE
SILK ROADS SHAPED CULTURES AND HISTORIES.

THE SILK ROADS WERE IN USE FOR MILLENNIA, BUT THIS VISUALLY STUNNING SHOW FOCUSES ON A DEFINING PERIOD IN
THEIR HISTORY, FROM ABOUT AD 500 TO 1000. THIS TIME WITNESSED SIGNIFICANT LEAPS IN CONNECTIVITY AND THE RISE

OF UNIVERSAL RELIGIONS THAT LINKED COMMUNITIES ACROSS CONTINENTS.
WORKING WITH 29 NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS TO PRESENT OBJECTS FROM MANY REGIONS AND CULTURES
ALONGSIDE THOSE FROM THE BRITISH MUSEUM COLLECTION, THE EXHIBITION OFFERS A UNIQUE CHANCE TO SEE OBJECTS

FROM THE LENGTH AND BREADTH OF THE SILK ROADS. FROM TANG CHINESE CERAMICS DESTINED FOR PORTS IN THE MIDDLE
EAST TO INDIAN GARNETS FOUND IN SUFFOLK, THEY REVEAL THE ASTONISHING REACH OF THESE NETWORKS.

HIGHLIGHT OBJECTS FROM UZBEKISTAN AND TAJIKISTAN THAT HAVE NEVER BEEN SEEN IN THE UK BEFORE ALSO UNDERPIN
THE IMPORTANCE OF CENTRAL ASIA TO THIS CONTINENT-SPANNING STORY.

YOU'LL MEET FIGURES WHOSE STORIES ARE ENTWINED WITH THE SILK ROADS, INCLUDING WILLIBALD, AN INGENIOUS
BALSAM SMUGGLER FROM ENGLAND, AND A LEGENDARY CHINESE PRINCESS WHO SHARED THE SECRETS OF SILK FARMING

WITH HER NEW KINGDOM. CROSSING DESERTS, MOUNTAINS, RIVERS AND SEAS, THE SILK ROADS TELL A STORY OF
CONNECTION BETWEEN CULTURES AND CONTINENTS, CENTURIES BEFORE THE FORMATION OF THE GLOBALISED WORLD WE

KNOW TODAY.”

Tomb of General Liu Tingxuan (728 CE)  
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AI provides an opportunity for engagement
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