Propp’s 31 Key Functions from Russian Fairy Tales

1. One of the members of a family absents himself from home (or is dead).

2. An interdiction is addressed to the hero.

3. The interdiction is violated.

4. The villain makes an attempt at reconnaissance.

5. The villain receives information about his victim.

6. The villain attempts to deceive his victim in order to take possession of him or his belongings.

7. The victim submits to deception and thereby unwittingly helps his enemy.

8. The villain causes harm or injury to a member of a family (“villainy)  or one member of a family either lacks something or desires to have something (“lack”).

9. Misfortune or lack is made known; the hero is approached with a request or a command; he is allowed to go or he is dispatched.

10. The seeker agrees or decides upon counteraction.

11. The hero leaves home.

12. The hero is tested, interrogated, attacked, etc., which prepares the way for his receiving either a magical agent or a helper.

13. The hero reacts to the actions of the future donor.

14. The hero acquires the use of a magical agent.

15. The hero is transferred, delivered, or led to the whereabouts of an object of search.

16. The hero and the villain join in direct combat.

17. The hero is branded.

18. The villain is defeated.

19. The initial misfortune or lack is liquidated.

20. The hero returns.

21. The hero is pursued.
22. The rescue of the hero from pursuit.

23. The hero, unrecognized, arrives home or in another country.

24. A false hero presents unfounded claims.

25. A difficult task is proposed to the hero.

26. The task is resolved.

27. The hero is recognized.

28. The false hero or villain is exposed.

29. The hero is given a new appearance.

30. The villain is punished.

31. The hero is married and ascends the throne.


A child’s story:

1. Once upon a time there was a bunny named Benji

2. and she had magical powers. 



Magical Agent

3. One day she was walking in the woods and a 

Departure

4. bunny boy appeared

5. and they went for a walk together



Translation

6. and then a man appeared with a big net


Reconnaissance
7. and he got the two bunnies and went in a big ship.
Villainy

8. Poor bunnies.

9. The were caught now.

10. But right then the girl bunny tripped the man

Struggle

11. and they got free once again.



Villainy nullified

12. So the boy bunny thanked the girl bunny for saving him.
Reward

13. The boy bunny asked the girl bunny to marry him
Wedding

14. and she said yes.

15. So they had six baby bunnies

16. and they lived happily ever after.

Quoted from Michael J. Toolan, Narrative: A Critical Linguistic Introduction.
